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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CONTACT: Donna Brock 

(216) 707-2260 

dbrock @clevelandart.org 


CMA Announces Lineup for its 
Acclaimed VIVA! & Gala Around Town 


The Museum Continues its Acclaimed Performing Arts Series in some of Cleveland’s Finest 
Architectural Sites Beginning Oct. 11 


“Bravo (to VIVA! & Gala Around Town). Always of the highest quality — CoolCleveland.com 
“(Gala is) the most impressive chamber music series in the region.” —Chamber Music America 


CLEVELAND (Aug. 14, 2006) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) announces the continuation of its 
acclaimed VIVA! & Gala Around Town, a major performing arts series composed of 19 performances featuring 
award winning artists from 14 different countries presented at some of Cleveland’s most impressive performance 
halls and architectural sites. 

VIVA! & Gala Around Town debuted in 2005 as the Museum began preparations for its $258 million 
renovation and expansion project that includes a renovation of its Gartner Auditorium. As a result, the Museum 
combined its acclaimed performing and musical arts programs presenting them in a wide range of venues 
throughout the city of Cleveland to critical and public acclaim. Building on the success of last season, the 2006-07 
season of VIVA! & Gala Around Town will resume in October with an array of the finest performers in world 
music and dance, chamber music, opera and vocal ensembles. 

“Our surveys indicate that patrons overwhelmingly enjoyed the debut season of VIVA! & Gala Around 
Town, in particular, they loved (re) discovering Cleveland through great and eclectic music and dance,” states 
Massoud Saidpour, director of performing arts, music and film. “Once again, our season will feature a stellar 
lineup of thrilling performing artists; from the hottest tango company direct from Buenos Aires to the mystical 
sound of Anonymous 4, our season promises to be entertaining and enlightening.” 

The 2006-07 series debuts on Wednesday, Oct. 11, at 7:30 p.m. with Masters of Improvisation: 
Kayhan + Erdal, an evening of powerful improvisations based on Persian Classical and Turkish Sufi music at the 
Reinberger Chamber Hall of Severance Hall. 

Other highlights include a “not to be missed” performance by Bayanihan: Philippine National Dance 
Company, a 45-member ensemble featuring the Spanish, Chinese and Islamic influences in Phillipino dance and 
music; the Cleveland debut of the brilliant Artemis Quartet, the first ever quartet to be awarded the prestigious 
Music Prize of the Association of German critics; and the brilliant, young Scandinavian sopranos, Trio Medizeval. 


In addition, the riveting Portuguese vocalist, Ana Moura will bring her gentle and persuasive fado (passion songs) 


interpretations to Studio One, Idea Center at Playhouse Square and Leahy, the eight member, brother and sister 
ensemble of fiddle-driven music, dance, song and vocals. A complete list of artists and venues is attached below. 
Subscription Plans Offered 

Subscribers to VIVA! & Gala Around Town may select from three convenient subscriptions for savings up 
to $100 or 30 percent off the full ticket price. 

e Subscriptions for all 17 performances save $110. 

e Subscriptions for ten to sixteen performances save $50. 

e Subscriptions for five to nine performances save $25 

e Subscriptions for two to four performances save $10. 

Single tickets will range from $27 to $47 for CMA members and $29 to $49 for non-members. 
Subscriptions are available to CMA members beginning Aug. 22, and to non-members Sept. 12. Single tickets are 
available to CMA members beginning Sept. 15 and to non-members Sept. 19 by calling 1-888-CMA-0033 or 


online at www.clevelandart.org. 





The 2006-07 VIVA! & Gala Around Town series includes: 


Masters of Improvisation: 

Kayhan + Erdal 

Wednesday, Oct. 11, 7:30 p.m. 

At the Reinberger Chamber Hall of Severance Hall 


“..a fiery improviser who moves from sighing, soulful lines to fiercely percussive pizzicato fusillades and swirling 
arpeggios.” —The New York Times 


Two-time Grammy nominee Kayhan Kalhor joins Turkish master Erdal Erzingan for an evening of brilliant 
improvisations based on Persian Classical and Turkish Sufi music: two musical traditions that have much in 
common. These powerful duets meld seamlessly to astonishing effect. Kalhor is acclaimed for his musical 
collaborations with cellist Yo-Yo Ma, the Kronos Quartet, and the Ghazal ensemble, among others. Erdal Erzingan 
is beloved in his native country as one of the greatest living instrumentalists. Single tickets $34, CMA members 


$29. 


Bayanihan: Philippine National Dance Company 
Wednesday, Oct, 18, 7:30 p.m. 
At Cleveland Masonic and Performance Arts Center 


“An engrossing evening of theatrical art...not only brilliant, but also pervaded by a rare and sweet grace all 
around.” —The New York Times 


Demonstrating the abundant charm of the nation of 7,000 islands, the 45-member company of musicians and 
dancers celebrates one of the world's richest music and dance traditions. Through brightly costumed and dynamic 
performances, the company has delighted millions of audiences around the world for nearly 50 years, highlighting 
the diverse indigenous Chinese, Spanish, and Islamic influences that have formed Philippine culture. Single tickets 
$34, CMA members $29. 


Tango Fire 
Saturday, Oct. 28, 7:30 p.m. 
At John Hay High School Auditorium 


Estampas Portefias, the hottest Tango company in Buenos Aires, makes its North American debut. The thrilling 
and exciting Tango Fire production features a quartet of brilliant young musicians, passionate dancers, and a great 
singer performing the music of the legendary Astor Piazzolla. Tango Fire offers a journey from the red light district 
of Buenos Aires, to the glamour of the Roaring Twenties, into the world of contemporary ballroom dance. Tango— 
Argentina's gift to the world—is one of the most alluring and exciting dance forms, evoking sensuality and 
intrigue, lust, raw energy, and knife-edge precision. Single tickets $39, CMA members $37. 


The Royal Drummers of Burundi and Mombasa Party 
Saturday, Nov. 4, 7:30 p.m. 
At John Hay High School Auditorium 


“The most exciting musical night ... in a long, long time.” —Evening Post (U.K.) 


One of the greatest percussion ensembles in the world; this tightly knit 20-drum ensemble generates complex heart- 
stopping rhythms that rivals the Kodo drummers of Japan. The Royal Drummers of Burundi perform sacred 
drumbeats that once heralded the coronations of African kings and the rituals surrounding them. Their live 
performances are the ultimate percussion experience. The evening begins with Mombasa Party, a string and female 
vocal ensemble from Kenya, whose music and movement celebrates the sounds and traditions of east Kenyan 
Taraab artists. Single tickets $29, CMA members $27. 


Ana Moura: Passion Songs of Portugal 
Saturday, Nov. 11, 7:30 p.m. 
At Studio One, Idea Center at Playhouse Square 


“... superb young fadista’ —Billboard 


Portuguese vocalist Ana Moura (Harmonia Mundi), whose soulful and riveting interpretation of fado (passion 
songs) has made her a star in Europe, brings her gentle, persuasive magic to North American audiences. The 25- 
year old singer has become a leading exponent of this poetic, deeply expressive idiom as it explores universal 
themes such as love, longing, and passion. Single tickets $34, CMA members $29. 


Trio Medizval 
Wednesday, Nov. 15, 7:30 p.m. 
At Trinity Cathedral 


“... all but flawless...” —-Washington Post 


The brilliant, young Scandinavian sopranos of Trio Medieval specialize in a diverse repertoire that features 
polyphonic medieval music from England and France, contemporary works written for the ensemble, and 
traditional Norwegian ballads and songs. “Singing doesn't get more unnervingly beautiful,” wrote Joshua Kosman 
of the San Francisco Chronicle, who declared their San Francisco debut “among the musical highlights of the 
year.” Single tickets $34, CMA members $29. 


Le Mystére des Voix Bulgares 
*Holiday Concert* 

Sunday, Dec.10, 4 p.m. 

At The Shrine Church of St. Stanislaus 


“The most beautiful music on the planet.” —St. Louis Post Dispatch 


The Grammy Award-winning ensemble returns for a Holiday Concert! Le Mystére is a choral ensemble of a rare 
artistic gift and enormous popular appeal. Created fifty years ago, they enrich the heritage of the Bulgarian song 
with harmonies and arrangements that highlight its beautiful timbres and irregular rhythms. These mystic voices 
have managed countless times to dissolve the separation between East and West, of young and old, of 
contemporary and classical music. Single tickets $39, CMA members $37. 


In Concert with members of the Silk Road Ensemble 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, 7:30 p.m. 
At the Reinberger Chamber Hall of Severance Hall 


“,.a near perfect synthesis of melody and emotion.” —The Capital Times 


“They turned in a performance of the Debussy quartet that, like the rest of the concert that had preceded it, was 
nothing short of astounding.” —Williams Record 


Members of Yo-Yo Ma’s Silk Road Ensemble, violinists Colin Jacobsen and Johnny Gandelsman, violist Nicholas 
Cords and cellist Eric Jacobsen, ney (reed flute) soloist Siamak Jahangiri and kamancheh (spiked fiddle) virtuoso 
Kayhan Kalhor perform a stunningly beautiful evening of music ranging from Debussy to Alizadeh and Komitas to 
Kalhor. Mr. Ma’s Silk Road Ensemble is a cross-cultural musical group that has released two CDs on the Sony 
Classical label and has performed for audiences worldwide. Single tickets $34, CMA members $29. 


Artemis String Quartet 
Friday, Feb. 9, 7:30 p.m. 
At Plymouth Church of Shaker Heights 


“Daring, edge-of-the-seat playing, visceral energy and rich four-part imagination” —The New York Times 


Top awards in the German ARD Music Competition and in the prestigious Premio Borciani heralded the Quartet's 
international breakthrough. Today the Artemis Quartet (Virgin Classics/EMID) is already one of the top ensembles 
of its kind. The Artemis Quartet was the first ever quartet to be awarded the prestigious Music Prize of the 
Association of German Critics in 2001. Single tickets $29, CMA members $27. 


Eroica Trio 
Friday, Feb. 16, 7:30 p.m. 
At Plymouth Church of Shaker Heights 


“There is an edge of the seat intensity to every note they produce.” —The New York Times 


The most sought-after trio in the world, the Grammy-nominated Eroica Trio thrills audiences with their flawless 
technical virtuosity, irresistible enthusiasm and sensual elegance. Whether playing the great standards of the piano 
trio repertoire or daring contemporary works, the three young women who make up this celebrated ensemble 
electrify the concert stage with their performances of depth and precision. The trio has released six critically- 


lauded recordings for Angel/EMI Classics Records, garnering multiple Grammy nominations. Single tickets $29, 
CMA members $27. 


Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro: The Bulgarian State Opera 
Wednesday, Feb. 28, 7:30 p.m. 
At Ohio Theatre, Playhouse Square Center 


Mozart’s legendary operatic tale of the madcap events surrounding the union of Figaro and Susanna, attendants to 
Count Almaviva and his lamenting wife, is brought to life by the Bulgarian State Opera. Formerly known as the 
legendary Opera Verdi Europa, the Bulgarian State Opera was recently designated its country's national opera 
company by the Bulgarian president and parliament. Filled with flirtatious foolery and mistaken identities, this 
lighthearted opera is presented in Italian with English super titles. The Bulgarian State Opera's performances are 
co-productions of the major opera houses of Bulgaria, where many renowned singers such as Orlin Anastassov and 
Dario Volonte started their careers. Single tickets $34, CMA members $32. 


Leahy 
Friday, March 23 7:30 p.m. 
At John Hay High School Auditorium 


“Striving energy...intoxicating...” —-The New York Times 


This awe-inspiring eight-member brother and sister act from Canada are a whirlwind triple threat of fiddle-driven 
music, dance, song, and vocals supported by keyboards and percussion who leave onlookers breathless from the 
moment they hit the stage. The Los Angeles Times describes them as “gloriously free of the commercial pollution 
of so much American pop that it felt like a tonic for the spirit.” Single tickets $29, CMA members $27. 


Ancient New Songs: Hossein Alizadeh & Ensemble 
Friday, March 30, 7:30 p.m. 
At Drury Theatre, Cleveland Play House 


“A brilliant composer and performer.” —Los Angeles Times 


Led by Maestro Hossein Alizadeh, one of Iran’s leading instrumentalists and composers, the six member ensemble 
performs new interpretations of classical Persian music. This unique group features both male and female vocalists, 
(a rarity under the current fundamentalist government) strings and percussion weaving music that is at once 
inspirational and breathtakingly beautiful. U.S. premiere. Single tickets $29, CMA members $27. 


Akiko Suwanai 
Friday, April 13, 7:30 p.m. 
At Pilgrim Congregational Church 


“In every respect—tone, technique, interpretation—her performance ranks near the top of what is possible to 
achieve on the violin.” —Seattle Times 


Youngest ever winner of the International Tchaikovsky Competition, Akiko Suwanai (Philips Classics) has 
established an international career, performing regularly in concert and recital in the major cities of Europe, the 
Americas, and Asia. She has collaborated with renowned conductors, including Vladimir Ashkenazy, Eliahu Inbal, 


Lorin Maazel, Zubin Mehta, and Seiji Ozawa. Ms. Suwanai performs on the Antonio Stradivarius 1714 violin 
‘Dolphin’, on loan from the Nippon Music Foundation. Single tickets $29, CMA members $27. 


Ute Lemper 
Friday, April 20, 7:30 p.m. 
At Hilarities 4 Street Theatre, Pickwick & Frolic Restaurant and Club 


“The world of cabaret can be divided into two distinct categories: Ute Lemper and everyone else.” —Chicago 
Tribune 


Known world-wide as for her prodigious gifts as an actress, singer, dancer, and unique recording artist; Ute 
Lemper has a chameleon-like presence which has entranced audiences on Broadway, the screen and in the concert 
hall for more than a decade. She has been universally praised for her interpretations of Berlin cabaret songs, the 
works of Kurt Weill and French chanson. “... (She is) sultry, sexy, haughty, innocent, comedic, introspective, 
seductive, and perceptive.... Lemper's magnetic stage presence and powerful sexual allure had critics feverish ... 
and audiences queued around the block.” Limited seating. Single tickets $49, CMA members $47. 


Dulce Pontes Songs from Portugal 
Friday, April 27, 7:30 p.m. 
At John Hay High School Auditorium 


Blessed with a powerful and dramatic voice, Dulce Pontes is one of the most famous and respected Portuguese 
artists in Europe, and a star in the world music circuit. Ms. Pontes blends traditional fado with contemporary styles 
to stunning effect. She has collaborated with many international music stars such Cesdria Evora, Caetano Veloso, 
the Chieftains, Eleftheria Arvanitaki, and Italian composer Ennio Morricone, among others. Single tickets $29, 
CMA members $27. 


Anonymous 4: Long Time Traveling with Special Guests Darol Anger & Scott Nygaard 
Wednesday, May 2, 7:30 p.m. 
At The Shrine Church of St. Stanislaus 


“The uncannily accurate singing, with all the pitches dead on, sets up a vibration of seemingly infinite emotional 
expressiveness.” —Wall Street Journal 


Renowned for their unearthly vocal blend and virtuosic ensemble singing, the four women who comprise 
Anonymous 4 combine musical, literary, and historical scholarship with contemporary performance intuition as 
they create ingeniously designed programs, interweaving music with poetry and narrative. The ensemble was 
named Top Classical Artists of the Year on the strength of its albums American Angels and The Origin of Fire. 
Single tickets $39, CMA member $37. 





Free performances: 

Guy Bovet 

Sunday, Jan. 7, 2:30 p.m. 

At the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 


“He filled every phrase with rhythmic life and made every piece on his program into a song or a drama. Best of all, 
he showed a delightful sense of humor, a rarity among organists...” —The Plain Dealer 


The Swiss Guy Bovet has become one of the most respected organists of our times. He is equally at home in any 
kind of repertoire, from the earliest to the most recent and combines scholarship, musicianship and originality with 
a constant curiosity and a delightful sense of humor. He serves on the juries of the greatest organ competitions such 
as Geneva, Calgary, Dallas, Tokyo, and St. Albans, and has designed and advised for many new organs in Europe, 
the United States, and Japan. Free advance ticket reservations available. 


Happy Birthday Johann! Todd Wilson 
Wednesday, March 21, 7:30 p.m. 
At Trinity Cathedral 


“,..a fabulous virtuoso with fleet feet, a prodigious memory and technique to burn.” —The Plain Dealer 


In honor of J.S. Bach’s 322" birthday, Todd Wilson—one of America's leading concert organists—performs 
Bach’s Art of Fugue. He is Curator of the Norton Memorial Organ (E. M. Skinner, 1931) in Severance Hall, home 
of the Cleveland Orchestra and has been heard in concert in many major cities throughout the United States, 
Europe, and Japan, including concerts at Symphony Hall (Birmingham, UK), Los Angeles’ Philharmonic’s Walt 
Disney Concert Hall, Chicago's Orchestra Hall, among others. Free advance ticket reservations available. 





The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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Editors Note: Music and/or video samples of each artist are available upon request. 


